
Coronavirus Announcement 

 

The coronavirus pandemic’s arrival to America has forced our federal and state governments to 

make some very difficult decisions. Both of those things—both the decisions of our governing 

authorities and the spread of the virus itself—have caused us as an elder board of Imperial 

Berean to make some difficult decisions for our church as well. 

 

We will not hold services at the church building for at least the next two Sundays—March 22 

and 29. All large gatherings will be cancelled or postponed. Youth Group and Awana are 

cancelled until later notice. The baptism service scheduled for the 29th will be rescheduled. The 

IF:Gathering scheduled for Saturday the 28th will not take place then, and we will see about a 

future date sometime later. We will reassess things after March 29 and announce our plans for 

moving forward from there. 

 

As elders, we do not like cancelling services. But we do feel it is best for us as a church to do our 

part in slowing the spread of this virus, and to honor and obey our governing authorities.  

 

However, we don’t want to leave you without our weekly time together in the Bible. We are 

enjoying and gleaning too much from our study in Romans to just quit!  So for the next two 

Sundays I will broadcast a sermon via Facebook Live at our Imperial Berean Church Facebook 

Page. The sermons will be just like what we get on Sunday mornings, complete with the visual 

aide that is normally projected on the screen in the sanctuary. Only you can put the thermostat 

exactly where you want it and you don’t have to worry about anyone else sitting in your usual 

seat! 

 

I will broadcast live at 10 am each of the next two Sundays. Facebook will record the video and 

save it to our page, so folks can watch it later if 10 am Sunday doesn’t work for you. 

 

The video will not appear at the top or our Facebook Page or in your timeline. You have to hunt 

for it just a bit. To find the video, log onto our Imperial Berean Church Facebook page at 10 am 

Sunday, or anytime thereafter, and at the left, below the picture of the church, click on the 

“Videos” tab. It should be the first video listed. Watching the video will work much better on a 

computer or smart TV than it will on a phone, due to the size of the text that will appear on the 

screen.  

 

If you or someone you know does not have Facebook or access to a computer, please text me at 

308/882-8265 or email me at matthewkmaxwell@gmail.com. We would love to get people who 

can’t watch this hooked up with people who can help them be able to do so.  

 

In the meantime, I want to encourage you to do a few things during this strange time: 

1. First, see this time as an opportunity for the gospel. There may be people who would 

never come to church who might agree to watch a sermon video either with you or on 

their own. Invite them to watch! 

Along those lines, help spread the word of how we are doing sermons for a couple of 

weeks. We have a lot of folks who are new to our church that may not be on our email or 
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text communication lists. If you know them, contact them, stop by with a note, give them 

a call, telling them how they can watch this week’s teaching.  

2. Second, I would encourage you to be more physically distant from others than normal, 

but to be socially connected at the same time. Think about how you can continue to be in 

the lives of people who are also physically isolated right now.  

a. Contact 3 people every day you might not normally contact—especially people 

from our church. 

b. Think about meeting in a small group to either watch or re-watch the sermon or to 

discuss what you learned and how it should impact your life. 

c. Consider other ways to make a positive impact in the lives of others who might 

feel socially isolated right now. Can you and your kids bake something? Write 

notes? Be creative! 

 

Finally, I know this is a strange and stressful time. There is a lot of fear and uncertainty about 

health and finances and careers and school and all sorts of stuff. I want to encourage you to 

remember that God is still on His throne. This is an opportunity He has given us, just as much as 

it is a trial He has allowed. Please don’t hesitate to contact me or one of the elders with any 

questions or to request prayer.  

 

I love you church, and I hope to see you through Facebook on Sunday.  

 

His and yours, 

 

Pastor Matt and the elders 

 

 

 

 

 


